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 A CHECKLIST OF THE FAMILIES AND GENERA 
 OF CALIFORNIA VASCULAR PLANTS 
  
 James P. Smith, Jr. 
 Professor Emeritus of Botany 
 Department of Biological Sciences 
 Humboldt State University 
  
 22 May 2019 
 
 
My purpose is to provide an inventory of the families and genera of extant lycophytes (fern allies), ferns, gymnosperms, and 
flowering plants that are native or naturalized. I have also included plants whose historical occurrence is well documented, but 
that have not been collected in many years (typically 50 years) and are now best considered extinct or extirpated. Plants known 
only in cultivation as crops and ornamentals are excluded. The number of genera, species, and minimum ranked taxa is shown 
in parentheses at the end of each family. This checklist contains 212 families and 1447 genera. I estimate that they contain 7185 
species and 8614 minimum ranked taxa. These numbers are noticeably higher than those reported in the second edition of The 
Jepson Manual, primarily because of my more inclusive criteria for inclusion. 
 
This list is based on a number of sources, including: 
· regional floras – Abrams (1923-1951), the North American Flora, and the Flora of North America North of Mexico;  
· statewide floras – Brewer, Watson, & Gray (1880); Jepson (1909-1943 & 1923-1925); Munz (1959, 1968, 1974); Hickman 
(1993); and Baldwin et al. (2012); 
· databases – the Consortium of California Herbaria, the Consortium of Pacific Northwest Herbaria;  the U. S. D. A. Plants 
Database, Calflora, and the North American Plant Atlas of the Biota of North America Program; 
· county and local floras;  
· herbarium specimens, and 
· recently published monographs, and reports, such as “Noteworthy Collections” in Madroño. 
 
Family concepts follow more closely those adopted by Takhtajan, Heywood et al., Kubitzki, and many of the Angiosperm 
Phylogeny Group’s recommendations. 
 
Significant departures in family concepts from the revised edition of The Jepson Manual include:  
· retention of the traditional circumscription of Plantaginaceae; 
· segregation of Ehretiaceae, Heliotropaceae, Hydrophyllaceae, and Namaceae from Boraginaceae; 
·  Orobanchaceae included in Scrophulariaceae; 
· recognition of Buddlejaceae, Linderniaceae, and Myoporaceae 
· retention of Lemnaceae; 
· retention of Sterculiaceae; 
· retention of Aceraceae; 
· retention of Hippocastanaceae; 
· recognition of Sambucaceae and Viburnaceae in place of Adoxaceae; and 
· recognition of fewer segregates of Liliaceae, as per Christenhusz et al. 
 
 












     
Selaginellaceae 
Selaginella 






     
Athyriaceae  
Athyrium 




     
Cyathaeaceae 
Sphaeropteris 
     
Cystopteridaceae 
Cystopteris 
     
Dennstaedtiaceae 
Pteridium 





     
Equisetaceae 
Equisetum 




     
Nephrolepidaceae 
Nephrolepis 






  Parkeriaceae 
Ceratopteris 
     
Polypodiaceae 
Polypodium 
     
Psilotaceae 
Psilotum 













     
Salviniaceae 
Azolla   
Salvinia 
     
Thelypteridaceae 
Thelypteris 
     
Woodsiaceae 
Woodsia 












     
Ephedraceae 
Ephedra 




















     
Aceraceae 
Acer   
     
Acoraceae 
Acorus † 




























































































     
Aquifoliaceae 
Ilex 


















































     
Avicenniaceae 
Avicennia 
     
Balsaminaceae 
Impatiens 
     
Basellaceae 
Anredera 
     
Bataceae 
Batis 











































     
Buddlejaceae 
Buddleja 
     
Burseraceae 
Bursera 



















     
Callitrichaceae 
Callitriche 
     
Calycanthaceae 
Calycanthus 























































     
Casuarinaceae 
Casuarina 







     
Celtidaceae 
Celtis 
   






















































































































































































































































































   








     
Cornaceae 
Cornus 

























































































































     
Datiscaceae 
Datisca 
     
Didiereaceae 
Portulacaria 




     
Droseraceae 
Drosera 
     
Ebenaceae 
Diospyros 
     
Ehretiaceae 
Tiquilia 




     
Elaeocarpaceae 
Aristotelia 
































     
Eriocaulaceae 
Eriocaulon † 
     
Escalloniaceae 
Escallonia 



















     
Fouquieriaceae 
Fouquieria 




     
Frankeniaceae 
Frankenia 
     
Garryaceae 
Garrya 
















     
Goodeniaceae 
Scaevola 

































































































































     
Grossulariaceae 
Ribes 














     
Heliotropaceae 
Heliotropium 
     
Hippocastanaceae 
Aesculus 
     
Hippuridaceae 
Hippuris 
















     
Hydrocotylaceae 
Hydrocotyle 







































     
Juncaginaceae 
Triglochin 
     
Koberliniaceae 
Koeberlinia 
     
Krameriaceae 
Krameria 
























































































































































     
Linderniaceae 
Lindernia 











     
Magnoliaceae 
Magnolia 

































     
Meliaceae 
Melia 






















     
Moringaceae 
Moringa 
     
Myoporaceae 
Myoporum 
   
Myricaceae 
Myrica 

















     
Nartheciaceae 
Narthecium 
     
Nelumbonaceae 
Nelumbo 
     
Nitrariaceae 
Peganum 












































     
Oxalidaceae 
Oxalis 
     
Paeoniaceae 
Paeonia 
























     
Passifloraceae 
Passiflora 













  Plantaginaceae 
Plantago 
     
Platanaceae 
Platanus 






























































     
Portulacaceae 
Portulaca 
















































































































     
Ruppiaceae 
Ruppia 







   Salicaceae 
Populus 
Salix 
     
Sambucaceae 
Sambucus 
     
Santalaceae 
Comandra 






     
Sarcobataceae 
Sarcobatus 
     
Sarraceniaceae 
Darlingtonia 
Sarracenia   
Saururaceae 
Anemopsis 

















     
Scheuchzeriaceae 
Scheuchzeria 














































     
Simmondsiaceae 
Simmondsia 
     
Smilacaceae 
Smilax 























     
Staphyleaceae 
Staphylea 





   Styracaceae 
Styrax 





     
Thymelaeaceae 
Dirca 
     
Tofieldiaceae 
Triantha 
     
Tropaeolaceae 
Tropaeolum 




     
Ulmaceae 
Ulmus 

































































     
Viburnaceae 
Viburnum 
     
Violaceae 
Viola 
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